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 CHERISHING MY ROOTS & MY CULTURE 
 
Saira Aamir, Department of Art & Design, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL 60625 
 
 My presentation will be in the form of a 12-minute artist talk about my oil paintings in 
my upcoming solo exhibition. A series of personal paintings conceptualizing themes like music, 
food, and social issues, relating to my homeland: Pakistan. There will be personal touches that 
connect my life with my Pakistani roots and culture, including portraits of my family members, 
photographs taken personally by me, and some past memories put into perspective. Why? 
Because this is important to me and has been a big part of my life. I have been exposed to quite 
some diversity. Being born in Dubai, raised in Pakistan, moving around countries like Saudi 
Arabia and the United States, I call Pakistan home. Not because my parents’ roots belong from 
there, but because I feel this sense of nostalgia and connection to where my traditions and culture 
have been followed upon. My hometown, family, culture, religion, nature, landscape, and 
architecture, make up my artwork as a whole., with putting in the best effort for precision, 
observation, and delicacy. My work is simple and showcases something that is personal to me. It 
can get deep on many levels, making my audience have liberty of different perspectives on it. 
Since my genes have that love for architecture, coming from my grandfather to my father, down 
to myself, I see my work being constructed into something valuable to me, perceived as cultural 
symbols. Rarely, I make art, which is abstract, therefore, most times my personality forces me to 
work with perfection. There isn’t a structure, however, my work can be a reflection of how my 
mind works. Drawing, designing, painting, and constructing, are assemblages of recurring motifs 
that loosely recreate everyday life into my personality. The idea of color in my paintings 
personifies art, as well as makes it pleasurable to look at. The technique I use is quite familiar 
with every other painting I make, as it gets my hand to flow in a manner that I can achieve the 
look I am going for, which is mainly realistic. 
 
 
 
